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a l-year crisis. It expanded Medicaid
for non-Zika-related health care.

Why would we dilute Zika-related
emergency funding with non-Zika-re-
lated health care?

It proposed construction of capital
properties on leased lands with no re-
capture provision. That was the Presi-
dent’s plan.

The Senate reached a bipartisan com-
promise of $1.1 billion. The House had
its own plan. And through the leader-
ship of the Appropriations Committee
chairman, who traveled to study this
issue, money has continued to flow, but
we know that money will end.

Mr. Speaker, people are scared. Dur-
ing the 7 weeks of August recess that
we were gone, cases of Zika rose from
4,000 to, by some estimates, over 16,000
in the country, including a new non-
travel-related case in Pinellas County,
Florida, my home, my community.

There are roughly a million people in
that county who are scared, who have
fear. In that fear, they are demanding
action. And they are seeing inaction.
And in that inaction, they are angry.
Angry. And they should be.

It is now our job to try to explain to
the American people why we know bet-
ter. It is our job to respond to the fear
and the anxiety and the anger of a pop-
ulation concerned about a pending pub-
lic health crisis concerned about mos-
quitoes.

You see, I brought these mosquitoes
here today to convey that fear and anx-
iety of millions of Americans and Flo-
ridians.

Can you imagine, Mr. Speaker, the
fear and anxiety in this Chamber if
these 100 mosquitoes were outside this
jar, not inside this jar?

Members of Congress would run down
the halls to the physician’s office to be
tested. They would spray themselves
before coming down here.

This is the fear of Floridians right
here. It is not good enough to work on
a compromise for months and months
and months with no solution. The time
for the politics of Zika is over. The pol-
itics of Zika are garbage right now.
The fact that candidates are going to
spend money on commercials about
Zika instead of responding together in
a bipartisan, bicameral way in a di-
vided government to a public health
crisis that Americans understand, we
are wasting time. That is why I am
joined by these mosquitoes today.

——————

FOREIGN INTERFERENCE IN U.S.
ELECTIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. SCHIFF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
express my deep concern with a pattern
of foreign interference in U.S. elections
and the need to confront Russian ag-
gression and interference in all of its
malicious forms.

Over the past several months, we
have seen a clear ©pattern of
cyberattacks and leaks designed to tar-
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get our electoral institutions, includ-
ing the DNC, DCCC, and our State elec-
tion agencies, and to discredit the ex-
ample of our democracy around the
world. Evidence collected by private
security firms indicates that these at-
tacks are part of a Russian intelligence
operation, a campaign of propaganda
and disinformation known as active
measures.

Sowing distrust and chaos in U.S.
elections by a foreign adversary should
concern Americans of all parties. Along
with Senator FEINSTEIN, I have written
to the President to urge that he make
a public attribution of these attacks. If
a hostile foreign power is attempting
to disrupt or influence our elections,
the American people have a right to
know it. I also urge the GOP to refrain
from using hacked documents, which
can be easily doctored or seeded with
false information. An attack on our
election system is an attack on our de-
mocracy, and all Americans must
stand against it.

It is time we acknowledge the hard
truth that Russia poses a significant
threat not only to the United States,
but to freedom-loving people all over
the world. It has invaded its neighbors
and attempted to remake the map of
Europe through the use of force. It has
interfered in the elections of its neigh-
bors. Now it is attempting to interfere
in our own elections.

The GOP nominee sees nothing
wrong with Russian behavior. He ad-
mires Putin, belittles NATO, expresses
recognition for the illegal annexation
of Crimea, and also expresses a positive
receptivity to the idea of repealing
sanctions on Russia for its illegal an-
nexation of part of the land of its
neighbor. He invites Russia to illegally
hack his opponent.

This is dangerous. We are now en-
gaged in a high stakes battle of ideas
around the world. The United States,
as always, is the beacon of democracy;
and Russia, the champion of a creeping
authoritarianism that is spreading its
destructive influences in the Caucasus,
Eastern Europe, and the West.

It is now an iron curtain descending
across the continent by the slow
smothering of freedoms the world holds
dear: the right to choose one’s own rep-
resentatives, the right to speak as we
choose, the right to associate with like
mind and intent, and what has been de-
scribed as the most precious right of
all, the right to simply be left alone.

All of these universal human rights
are under assault by a newly aggressive
and belligerent Kremlin. We need a
Commander in Chief who will resist
this assault, not endorse; who will af-
front Russian aggression, not ratify it;
who has the experience, judgment, and
fitness to meet this and other grave
challenges facing the United States of
America.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF GEORGE
KOEHL III

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and dedicated
service of George Koehl III. On August
28 of this year, the Midland community
celebrated his life and service with
Sunday services and a memorial serv-
ice on Saturday afternoon, August 27.

George was born and reared in Mid-
land, Texas, to Maggie and George
Koehl, Jr., on August 19, 1954, and he
went to meet his Lord on his birthday,
August 19, 2016. He graduated from
Midland High School in 1972, and later
received a bachelor’s degree in church
music and a master’s degree in music
theory and composition from Hardin-
Simmons University in Abilene, Texas.
While studying at Hardin-Simmons,
George met the love of his life, DiAnn
Schmidt. The two married and had four
children and five grandsons.

After completing his degrees from
Hardin-Simmons University, George
answered God’s call to service and
began his career in ministry. Over the
course of the next 16 years, George
served as a youth and music minister
for multiple congregations throughout
Texas. In August of 1993, God called
George back to his hometown to serve
at the First Baptist Church of Midland,
where he labored and worked for 23
years.

I was privileged to attend First Bap-
tist Church throughout George’s entire
tenure. Under his leadership, the music
ministry excelled and touched many
lives. The Passion Plays at Easter and
the Christmas programs he directed
were first-class productions that were
enjoyed by capacity audiences whose
lives were blessed.

I watched George and DiAnn walk a
path that I am not unfamiliar with in
the battle of cancer. George battled his
illness with grace and dignity and
courage and a palpable faith in Jesus
Christ. All who knew him were inspired
by his dogged and iron-willed deter-
mination to not let cancer rob him of
the service to Christ’s kingdom. DiAnn
set the bar for how spouses should sup-
port each other in good times and hard
times, all the while battling cancer
herself.

During George’s memorial service on
August 27, 2016, his children blessed us
all in reaffirming their faith in a lov-
ing and sovereign God. While their
prayers for their dad’s healing on
Earth were not answered, they ac-
knowledged that God had healed their
dad for all eternity.

Throughout his career, he consist-
ently placed the needs of others ahead
of his own, and he did so with the ut-
most integrity and devotion. The many
qualities George exhibited serve as a
shining example of how each of us
should serve the Lord.
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